Calendar No. 1302 


82p CoNGRESS SENATE | REporT 


2d Session No. 1368 





MRS. MICHI MASAOKA 


APR 10 1952 
W LIBRARY 


LA 


UNIV. OF MICH. 


APRIL 2, 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 978] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 


(H. R. 978) for the relief of Mrs. Michi Masaoka, having considered 
the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recom- 
mends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to provide for the readmission into the 
United States of Mrs. Michi Masaoka, who is a former resident of the 
United States and the mother of eight United States citizen children. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 57-year-old native and citizen of 
Japan who resided in the United States for a number of years and had 
eight children born here prior to her visit to Japan in 1932. Four of 
her sons served in the United States Armed Forces during World War 
II, one of whom was killed in action in France in 1944. 

A letter dated August 10, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee 


on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 





2 MRS. MICHI MASAOKA 


Avaust 10, 1951. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. CuHarrMan: This is in response to your request for the views 
of the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 978) for the relief of Mrs. 
Michi Masaoka, an alien. 

‘Lhe bill would provide that, notwithstanding the provisions of section 13 (c) of 
the Immigration Act of 1924, as amended, Mrs. Michi Masaoka, the mother of 
Susumu Masaoka, a United States citizen, may be admitted to the United States 
for permanent residence if she is found to be otherwise admissible under the pro- 
visions of the immigration laws. While the bill refers to the alieri as Mrs, 
Masaoha, it would appear that her name is correctly spelled M-a-s-a-o-k-a. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Mrs. Masaoka, a native and citizen of Japan of the Japanese race, 
is presentlv residing in Japan, and that she is a widow, about 57 years of age. She 
is the mother of nine children, eight of whom were born in the United States. 
Four of her sons served in the United States Armed Forces during World: War II, 
one of whom was killed in action in France on November 6, 1944. 

The files further reflect that her son, Mr. Susumu Masaoka, was born on 
January 7, 1915, at Penryn, Calif., that he served in the Armed Forces of this 
country from June 20, 1944, until February 15, 1946. He stated that he did not 
know when his mother entered the United States but that eight of her children 
were born in this country prior to her return to Japan in 1932; that he, his father, 
and two older brothers returned to the United States in 1934, and that he had 
resided here continuously since that date. Mr. Masaoka further stated that he 
is married and has four children, that he is employed as a farm laborer and at 
times as a laborer contractor, and that he has a savings account of $1,600 and 
personal property worth about $2,000. His income-tax report for the year 1950, 
showed a total income of $3,932.86, and he stated that in the event his mother is 
admitted to the United States he will personally guarantee that she will not become 
a public charge. 

Since Mrs. Masaoka is of the Japanese race she is ineligible for naturalization 
under section 303 of the Nationality Act of 1940, and therefore inadmissible to 
the United States under section 13 (c) of the Immigration Act of 1924. In the 
absence of general or special legislation she will be unable to enter the United 
States for permanent residence. 

Whether, under the circumstances in this case, the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy con- 
cerning which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Yours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
ithe opinion that the bill (H. R. 978) should be enacted. 


O 





